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Notes 

 
Topic: The distinction between doing virtuous actions and doing virtuous 
actions virtuously (i.e. in the manner in which the virtuous person does them). 
 
Context: The acquisition of the virtues of character. Aristotle holds that we 
become (say) generous by frequently performing generous acts. 
 
A Puzzle about coming to be virtuous: How can someone become virtuous 
by doing virtuous actions?  

 

One might think that someone who performs e.g. generous acts is 
already generous. It isn’t clear that such a person still stands in need 
of coming to be generous by frequent repetition of generous activity.  

 
Strategy for a Solution: We need to distinguish between virtuous actions and 
virtuous actions as done by the virtuous agent (virtuous actions done 
virtuously). So what distinguishes virtuous actions from virtuous actions done 
by a virtuous agent? 
 
Aristotle gives three conditions for doing virtuous actions virtuously:  
 

(1) The agent must know she is performing a virtuous action 
(2) The agent must do the action for its own sake  
(3) The agent must do it from a firm and unchanging disposition  

 
An interpretive question/puzzle for us to consider: Why does Aristotle say 
that the first condition “counts for nothing, or [rather] for only a little?”  
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